MICHIG AN

Environmental
' Council

May 7, 2013

House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee
Lansing, Michigan

Re: Michigan Environmental Council testimony on HB 4629 —
Regulation of Outdoor Advertising

Dear Representatives,

The Michigan Environmental Council is an umbrella organization with over 65 member
environmental, conservation and faith based groups located across Michigan. Many of
these groups work hard to make Michigan a great place for recreational activities and a
destination for tourists from around the world. Billboards and digital outdoor advertising
distract from Michigan’s natural beauty and degrades the vacation experience for many
of those tourists. Michigan has more billboards than any other state except Florida,
including signs that block signature vistas like the Straits of Mackinac and other scenic
places.

The Michigan Environmental Council and its members groups have worked on this issue
for decades and were involved with efforts to cap the number of billboards in 2006. We
are concerned that a number of provisions of HB 4629 will be used to bypass that cap and
either increase the number of billboards in Michigan or pave the way for a new
generation of larger, more intrusive and digitalized, lighted billboards. In that regard we
would like to draw legislators’ attention to the following provisions:

1) Permitting process is unclear with conflicting language within the bill

Section 6(1) says that "a sign owner shall apply for an annual permit or a digital
billboard permit on a form...."
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According to Section 6(3) the state has two years to “exercise control” over signs
located along these additional miles in Michigan which are mostly located within
urbanized areas within the state. Section 7(15) requires that the state issues annual
permits for all signs located along these routes. This expansion may leads to
thousands of new annual permits being issued for billboards within the State of
Michigan, and make it easier to move, enlarge or digitize existing signs.

A provision should be added that these signs are not eligible for interim permits
pursuant to section (7)(3). Failure to do so will result in many of these signs being
transferred and contribute to further intensive sign construction along high-value
interstate routes.

3) Conversion of annual permits to digital billboards

We oppose provisions which allow sign owner to convert signs regulated under this
act to digital billboards. We think the state should strictly limit the number of permits
for digital billboard signs.

4) Funding

We think the state should significantly increase the fees for billboard and view this as
one of the many funding resources needed to improve transportation infrastructure
within the state.

For these reasons, we ask committee members not support HB 4629 until the changes
outlined above have been made to the legislation.

Sincerely,

Michigan Environmental Council






